
Find out more about these exciting 
festivals and so much more 
happening in the city at Visit 
Leicester. The centre is the hub for 
information located at 
4A St. Martins, Leicester LE1 5DB 
or call us on +44(0)116 299 4444. 
 
Our friendly, helpful staff are 
on-hand to ensure you make the 
most of your time in the city. 

Stop by the information centre for 
maps, travel information and a 
personalised service based on your 
interests.   
 
Browse through the many 
brochures on display, giving you 
information about everything that’s 
happening in the city.

Find out more at: visitleicester.info

visitleicester visit _leicester #leicesterfestivals

All details were correct at the time of going to print. We apolgise for any changes that may be necessary.

http://en-gb.facebook.com/visitleicester/
http://comedy-festival.co.uk
http://instagram.com/visitleicester/?hl=en
http://visitleicester.info/
http://twitter.com/leicesterfest?lang=en-GB
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http://visitleicester.info/


Welcome to Leicester Festivals 
Throughout the year, our city buzzes with 
amazing festivals, fabulous events and 
multicultural activities for everyone! 
 
Be dazzled by the city’s biggest bonfire and 
fireworks display at Abbey Park, experience 
one of the largest Diwali celebrations outside 
of India and tour the globe with ground-
breaking sculptures at the World 
Reimagined.  
 
Explore the history of African and Caribbean 
communities during Black History Month, 
stay warm during the festive season with 
Christmas in Leicester and get your skates 
on at Jubilee Square’s real ice-rink.  
 
Celebrate 30 years of Europe’s biggest and 
longest running comedy festival, including 
some of the best childrens' comedy the UK 
has to offer. Join in the adventure with family-
fun at The Spark Festival and enjoy much 
more in Leicester over the coming months. 
 
For the latest updates follow us on: 

leicesterfest

leicesterfestivals 

http://instagram.com/leicesterfest/?hl=en
http://twitter.com/leicesterfest?lang=en-GB
http://en-gb.facebook.com/visitleicester/


  
Abbey Park Bonfire & 
Firework Display   
Saturday 5 November   
5pm – 9pm   
Abbey Park   
Be dazzled by Leicester's biggest bonfire & firework display 
as Abbey Park once again hosts the city's official firework 
and bonfire night festivities. Enjoy a fun-packed 
programme of events for all ages, including live 
entertainment, a funfair and plenty of hot food stalls.   
  
Gates open at 5pm with live music and entertainment at 
6pm, followed by the children’s firework display and 
lighting of the bonfire at 6.45pm. The countdown to the 
main firework display starts at 8pm, with musical 
entertainment continuing until 9pm.  
  
There will be no cash sales on the gate and all tickets 
should be purchased in advance.  Firework fans are 
encouraged to buy their tickets early to take advantage of 
our early bird offers, the best-value way to enjoy the fun! 
 
Advance Tickets: 
Early bird discount  
Adult £8  
Group ticket £20 (up to four people) 
Concessions and under 16’s £6 
 
On The Day: 
Adults £10 
Group ticket £28 (up to four people) 
Concessions and under 16’s £7 
 
Children four and under free  
  
Free bike parks on site.  
 
W: visitleicester.info 

Tickets available from  
demontforthall.co.uk 
 

http://eventbrite.co.uk
http://demontforthall.co.uk/


Diwali Wheel of Light 
Friday 7 October – Sunday 6 November  
Belgrave Road  
The 110-foot Ferris wheel has returned for Diwali Leicester, 
providing amazing views across the Golden Mile and extra 
fun to this year’s celebrations. Each ride lasts for 
approximately 8 to 10 minutes, in which you’ll rise to a 
dizzying 110 feet. 
 
 
 
 
Diwali Leicester 
Sunday 9 October – Monday 24 October 
Belgrave Road, Golden Mile, Cossington Street 
Recreation Ground, city centre and 
other locations 
Leicester‘s celebration of Diwali is one of the biggest 
outside of India, making it the perfect place to enjoy Diwali. 
The festival kicks off with the city’s famous lights switch-on, 
Sunday 9 October and culminates with a glorious 
fireworks display and entertainment on Diwali Day, 
Monday 24 October. There is also a fantastic selection of 
events taking place around the city including a Diwali Mela 
Bazaar and Rangoli exhibition.   
 
 
 
 
Diwali Lights Switch-On  
Sunday 9 October  
3pm – 9pm 
Belgrave Road and Cossington Street 
Recreation Ground   
Celebrations begin with the opening of the Diwali village on 
Cossington Street Recreation Ground, which includes a 
stage showcasing local talent, children’s funfair rides and 
food stalls. The stage programme on Belgrave Road 
begins at 5.30pm with vibrant music and dance and the 
streets will be alive with roaming street artists, including a 
giant puppet parade. A fire installation, The Fire Head, will 
burn brightly throughout the evening, while a trio of fire 
performers light up the night sky with their spectacular 
show. 
 
Leicester’s famous display of 6,000 Diwali lights will be 
switched on at 7.30pm, followed by a spectacular firework 
display.

http://skiddle.com/


Rangoli Exhibition 
Sunday 9 October 
4.30pm – 8.30pm 
Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre 
Leicester Belgrave Mela in partnership with Leicester City 
Council bring the annual Diwali Rangoli exhibition - a 
mixture of breathtakingly modern and traditional Rangoli 
styles. Be inspired by this once forgotten folk art and see 
how artists transform it into a visually stunning exhibition.   
 
 
 
Diwali Mela Bazaar 
Saturday 15 October 
11am – 5pm 
Humberstone Gate & Clock Tower 
Leicester City Council brings a flavour of Diwali 
celebrations to the city centre. Experience a feast of Indian 
shopping, arts, crafts, Indian cuisine and live entertainment. 
There’s something for everyone at this cultural festival. 
 
 
 
 
Diwali Day   
Monday 24 October 
3pm – 9pm 
Belgrave Road and Cossington Street 
Recreation Ground 
Leicester’s Diwali Day celebrations continue when the 
Diwali Village returns to Cossington Street recreation 
ground from 3pm, along with entertainment on stage from 
6pm, presented by Leicester Hindu Festival Council. 
 
Look out for a Dundu, a giant illuminated puppet as they 
parade through the crowds. Accompanied by unique music 
this captivating glowing figure will create an amazing 
atmosphere and a must see highlight of the evening.  
Fireworks are a traditional part of Diwali and they round off 
the celebrations at around 8.10pm. Enjoy an aerial display 
producing layers of spectacular colour and sound, 
exploding hundreds of feet above the Belgrave Road.

Further information on Diwali Leicester at 
visitleicester.info/diwali 
 

http://visitleicester.info/diwali


Black History Month 
October 
Various Times  
Various Locations 
In 2022 Black History Month Leicester explores the theme, 
Independence: A New Time, A New Era, to coincide with 
sixty years of independence for Jamaica and Trinidad and 
Tobago and the first anniversary of Barbados becoming a 
republic.   
W: serendipity-uk.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The World Reimagined 
Until 31 October 
City centre and Leicester Museum & Art Gallery 
The World Reimagined sees trails of large Globe sculptures 
across Leicester and the UK, to bring to life the reality and 
impact of the Transatlantic Trade in Enslaved Africans. 
Created by both established and undiscovered artists the 
trails are at the centre of a broader learning and 
engagement programme - with hundreds of schools, 
community groups, sporting and cultural institutions taking 
part across the country.  
 
To celebrate the end of the globe trail all ten globes will be 
displayed at Leicester Museum & Art Gallery from 13 
October, a great opportunity to see them all in one place.   
W: theworldreimagined.org 
 
 
 

The World Reimagined Tour    
Saturday 29 October 
12noon 
Leicester Museum & Art Gallery 
Local guides have joined with The World Reimagined to 
share the story of the globes, the artists and the hidden 
local histories of the host cities. 
 
Go on a Journey of Discovery through our shared history, 
present and future. Each of the Globes speaks to one of 
the nine themes of the Journey of Discovery – ranging from 
Mother Africa through The Reality of Being Enslaved and 
Echoes in the Present. 
W: eventbrite.co.uk 

http://serendipity-uk.com
http://theworldreimagined.org/
http://eventbrite.co.uk


Bike Fest 
Saturday 29 October 
1pm – 4pm 
Leicester Cycle Circuit 
This free monthly event provides the chance to ride a 
dedicated cycle circuit as many times as you want at a 
pace that suits you.  The event is open to all ages and 
abilities and includes British Cycling Go-Ride coaches to 
help improve your cycling skills along and adapted bikes 
for all the family.  
W: visitleicester.info  
 
 
 
 
 
Open Streets  
Sunday 30 October 
1pm – 4pm 
City Centre  
Leicester’s Open Streets continues with its last event of the 
year. Traffic free streets and public spaces will be open for 
people to enjoy. Join in at Town Hall Square, Clock Tower 
and Churchgate for lots of fun activities.  Enjoy crazy bikes, 
bike fix, arts, street games, guided walks and led rides, 
entertainment and much more.  
W: visitleicester.info  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remembrance Service and 
Parade 
Sunday 13 November 
10.45am   
Arch of Remembrance, Victoria Park 
A service and parade to mark the annual Remembrance 
Day will commence shortly before 11am, when two minutes 
of silence allows members of the public to remember those 
who have lost their lives, been injured or have suffered 
through conflict.  A military parade will also take place and 
will include serving members of the armed forces, 
reservists, veterans and cadets   
W: leicester.gov.uk

http://visitleicester.info/
http://visitleicester.info/
http://leicester.gov.uk


Christmas Wheel of Light  
Friday 11 November – Monday 2 January 2023 
Jubilee Square  
A magnificent Ferris wheel will bring extra fun to the festive 
time of year in Leicester.  
 
Christmas Lights Switch-On 
Thursday 17 November  
5pm – 8pm  
City centre 
Celebrate the start of the festive season in the city with the 
official lights switch-on, as thousands of lights illuminate 
the streets and the Clock Tower tree at 6.30pm. Enjoy 
traditional entertainment in Town Hall Square, look out for 
festive friends throughout town and head to Billy Bates 
Funfair on Humberstone Gate.  
Green Dragon Square will be hosted by The UK Kid’s 
Comedy Festival with their pop up Joke Spot along with 
family friendly films, food and drinks. 
 

Jubilee Square Ice Rink  
Thursday 1 December – Monday 2 January 2023 
Various times 
Jubilee Square 
Jubilee Square’s real ice rink is back this year! With its clear 
roof, skaters can show off their best moves, come rain or 
shine, under the starry sky.  
With the introduction of super off-peak pricing, this year 
there will be opportunities to skate for just £5 at specific 
times. Plus, popular demand on the ice means the opening 
hours have been extended adding the new later skate 
session of 9pm. Make your Christmas Eve, New Year’s Eve 
and New Year’s Day extra special as the rink will be open 
for these days too.  
 

Santa in the Square  
Saturday 3 Dec – Friday 23 Dec  
Various times 
Town Hall Square  
Santa is coming back to Leicester and this time he is 
stopping in Town Hall Square. Magical memories are 
waiting to be made as children of all ages can visit Santa 
and elf in his grotto for free, making this a truly memorable 
experience to add to your Christmas list.   

Further information on Christmas in Leicester 
at christmasinleicester.co.uk 

http://christmasinleicester.co.uk


Leicester Comedy Festival  
Wednesday 8 – Sunday 26 February   
Various venues 
Leicester Comedy Festival is back and this time it’s a 
celebration. February 2023 marks the 30th anniversary of 
Leicester Comedy Festival, Europe’s biggest and longest 
running comedy festival and the 5th anniversary of The UK 
Kids’ Comedy Festival.  
 
Since 1994 Leicester Comedy Festival has welcomed 
comedians from across the country to a smash hits of 
comedy in over 60 venues and spaces across Leicester 
and Leicestershire. Dig out your funny bone and catch top 
comedy talent from the world of stand up, improv, musical, 
film and much more, all on your doorstep in Leicester.   
W: comedy-festival.co.uk 
 
 
 
UK Kids’ Comedy Festival 
Wednesday 8 – Sunday 26 February  
Various venues 
The UK Kids’ Comedy Festival is back for its 5th birthday - 
join the celebration at some of the best children’s comedy 
the UK has to offer. With over two weeks of shows, 
workshops, and special events there is something to get 
everyone’s funny bones working!  
 
Laugh it up at one of our hilarious shows, go on a 
completely made-up tour of Leicester as invented by 
schoolkids, or maybe you have a budding comedian in 
your ranks. Keep an eye out for Laugh Term Comedy 
School or a Joke Spot coming to a venue near you.  
W: ukkidscomedyfestival.co.uk 
 
 
 
The Spark Festival  
Monday 13 – Sunday 19 February 
Various Venues 
The Spark is back for its 20th festival, seven days of family 
fun, jam packed with the very best in world class theatre, 
music, dance, workshops and visual and digital arts for 
children. The Spark will be taking over the city’s favourite 
cultural venues, transforming libraries and community 
centres, sparkling in schools and amplifying children's 
voices across Leicester. Everyone is invited to join the 
adventure. For children aged 0-13 years and their families 
W: sparkfestival.co.uk

http://comedy-festival.co.uk
http://ukkidscomedyfestival.co.uk
http://sparkfestival.co.uk


 
October  

Black History Month October Various Various 

The World Reimagined October Various City Centre and Leicester  
Museum & Art Gallery 

Diwali Wheel of Light Friday 7 October Various Belgrave Road 
– Sunday 6 November  

Diwali Lights Switch-On Sunday 9 October 3pm – 9pm Belgrave Road and 
Cossington Street 
Recreation Ground 

Rangoli Exhibition Sunday 9 October 4.30pm – Belgrave Neighbourhood 
8.30pm Centre 

Diwali Mela Bazaar Saturday 15 October 11am – 5pm City Centre 

Diwali Family Art Monday 17 – 1.30pm – Belgrave Neighbourhood  
Workshops Thursday 20 October 4.15pm Centre  

Celebrate Diwali Monday 17 – Various Curve 
Monday 24 October 

Waterside Diwali Friday 21 October 5pm – 7.30pm Lime Kiln Lock, Abbey Park 
Celebration  

The Art of Storytelling Saturday 22 October 3pm – 5pm CICD Studios 
Kathak Dance  

Diwali Day Monday 24 October 3pm – 9pm Belgrave Road and 
Cossington Street 
Recreation Ground 

The World Reimagined Saturday 29 October 12noon Leicester Museum 
Tour & Art Gallery 

Bike Fest Saturday 29 October 1pm – 4pm Leicester Cycle Circuit 

Kali to Khrisna Saturday 29 October 2pm – 6pm Curve 

Leicester Half Marathon Sunday 30 October 9.15am Victoria Park 

Open Streets Sunday 30 October 1pm – 4pm City Centre 

 
 
November  

Abbey Park Bonfire & Saturday 5 November 5pm – 9pm Abbey Park 
Firework Display  

Event                   Date Time  Venue  



Event                   Date Time  Venue  

Leicester Art Week Friday 11 – Various Various 
Sunday 20 November 

Billy Bates Christmas Friday 11 November – Various Humberstone Gate
Funfair Saturday 31 December  

Christmas Wheel of Friday 11 November Various Jubilee Square 
Light – Monday 2 

January 2023 

Remembrance Service Sunday 13 November 10.45am Arch of Remembrance, 
and Parade Victoria Park 

Christmas Lights Thursday 17 5pm – 8pm City Centre 
Switch-On November  

 
 
December  

Jubilee Square Thursday 1 December Various Jubilee Square 
Ice Rink – Monday 2 Jan 2023 

Santa in the Square Saturday 3 – Various Town Hall Square 
Friday 23 Decmber 

Queens Road Sunday 4 December 11am – 5pm Queens Road 
Christmas Fair  

 
 
February  

Leicester Comedy Wednesday 8 – Various Various 
Festival Sunday 26 February 

UK Kid’s Comedy Wednesday 8 – Various Various 
Festival Sunday 26 February  

The Spark Festival Monday 13 – Various Various 
Sunday 19 February 

 
 
March  

St Patrick’s Day Parade Sunday 12 March 12noon Holy Cross Church, New 
Walk and Jubilee Square


